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Hot tips for New York, LA, Florence and Paris from the
publisher known as LUXE City Guides

NEW YORK

EAT: spontaneity and dining rmake poor bedrmates in a town where tables are like platinum dust and most
reservations staff attended the Idi Amin school of hospitality. So do as most locals do rock up and eat at the bar —
specifically, Momofuku Noode Bar (171 First Avenue; mains about £7).

Momofuku means "fresh peach” inJapanese, and devotees line up to cram the ribbon-thin counter for ramen and
succulent Berkshire pork buns as well as fresh seasonal specialities.

If you really can't bear to gueue, skip around the comer to its sister restaurant, the less hectic Momofuku Ssam Bar
(207 Second Avenue; 00 1-212 284 3800; mains about £9). It offers a full lunch and dinner menu, plus a pretty good
selection of wine and heer.

DRINK: the hugely overrated Rainbow Foorm iswhere Tina Tourst will have been told to sip her daiquin, but for
Manhattan's serious beveragistas, the stairs to the Pegu Club (77 W Houston Street; 212 473 7348,
Wi PECUCIUED . com) are the stairs to heaven,

Here, the self-proclaimed gatekeepers of classic cocktail culture take their job very serously indeed. Add banguettes,
guixotic colonial touches and hyper-infarmed bar staff and you won't put a sip wrong.

SHOP: while everyone else framps through Macy's, the smart money is spent in SoHo, and nowhere more so than
Moss (150 Greene Street; 212 204 7100, www mossonling.com).

This stylish, curatorial paean to high design encompasses eventhing from fumiture and lighting to watches, jewellery,
books and rusic, aswell as dignified, old-school luggage, with the ermphasis on smart and sophisticated presentation
and guirky window displays.

SEE: for an often ovedooked ruseum treat, nip up to the top of the island for The Cloisters at Fort Tryon Park (99
Margaret Corkin Drive; 212 923 3700, www metmusedm org; take Subway A to 190th Street).

This hush-hush branch of The Met in northernmost Manhattan is dedicated to the art and architecture of rmedieval
Europe. The gardens, galleries and chapel make for a beadtiful mini-getaway, without even needing to leave the city.

CHILL: when shopper's shoulder strikes, make for Great Jones Spa (29 Great Jones Street; 212 505 3185,

won Cfspa.com ). This delicious oasis of luxury, with a centrepiece three-and-a-half-storey indoor waterfall, has
tailored treats from massage and facials (both from £66) to a variety of packages, such as the Quintessence Duet,
which lasts well over three hours and includes a Red Flower Sento treatment (£504).

STAY: in a city as discovered as NY'C, finding a hotel that's unique, well positioned and with a price that doesn't scar
for life is well-nigh impossible. The up-and-coming Bowery neighbourhood has the exception to the rule in the shape
of pieda{ferre Lafayette House (38 E 4th Street; 212 505 8100, www |afayetteryc.com; doubles fram £163). These
corverted Yictorian terraced-house apartments of antigues, chandeliers and fireplaces are a cosy retreat of dark
woods, fich colours and candlewick bedspreads —the perfect antidote to the Iuxury chains that are everywhere.



